The global epidemic of tobacco and cancer.
To provide a global context for understanding the epidemic of tobacco-induced disease, and the need for nursing action. International cancer and tobacco statistics; published articles. Tobacco use is a global problem and a significant issue for cancer control. The efforts of health professionals, especially those concerned about cancer, are needed to confront this epidemic. Worldwide action of nurses, the largest group of health professionals, is critical in preventing tobacco use, helping with tobacco cessation, and decreasing exposure to second-hand smoke.